2009 Massachusetts State Championships-Sandy Gosselin NBHA State Director
September 19th was a brisk but sunny start to the Massachusetts State Championships. Boasting 61 riders in the Open, 21 youth, 14 seniors and 7 Lil Wranglers and paying out over 14,000.00 in cash and prizes. Massachusetts opted to have 2 gos, one on Saturday and one on Sunday with an average. Paying out 40% / 40% / 20% plus awards.  Starting the warm up blocks at 9 am on Saturday meant for a very early wake up call for the directors and arena crew to prepare for the days event. A big Thank You goes out to Bob Gibson who was like the energizer bunny running from one end to the other preparing the arena with some of the best footing I have seen in an indoor in quite some time. Although the pattern was a little shorter than our usual indoor pattern (by 10’) the footing all but made up for that difference. Each day boasted a grand entry with State Director Sandy Gosselin and member Carolyn LeVasseur sporting the American and Massachusetts flags to Lee Greenwoods’ “ I’m Proud to be an American “. On Sunday we had a special rendition of Star Spangled Banner by our one and only Bailey Rooney with a moment of silence for all of those loved ones (both 2 and 4 legged) that are no longer with us in body but definitely in spirit. A potluck supper held on Saturday night in the upstairs of the indoor had everything from chicken wings to pizza to eat. Those who chose to stay overnight sat around the campfire, some till the wee hours of the morning. Sunday brought yet another sunny crisp day (of course if we had no indoor it would have rained lol lol lol) but it did not and we are thankful for that. It was a very interesting second day as some riders were making some personnel best runs. MA02 members Laurie and Linda Mandozzis’ barrel racing corgi dogs were a big hit running the pattern on command. Who’s to say, maybe we will seen them entertaining us at a big event or even on the big screen! 
 At the end of it all Kathy Couite was the big winner on her new horse Rarest Gold (an escape artist I might add). Kathy has had this horse only a few months and this team will be the one to watch next season .I am sure they will be burning up the show circuit.
 Mike Gibson took the Open 2D and also the Youth 1D titles aboard Rajahs’ Destiny. Taking home more than enough buckles and prize money. 
 MA01 District Director Karen Miller had some personnel best runs taking the Open 3D on This Gals a Jet. She was thrilled with this accomplishment. 
Dena Salerno and Angels’ Little Gun ran away with the Open 4D buckle and prize money.
The Youth division competition was as tough as they come with Mike Gibson taking the 1D. Kelly Couite took 2D on her faithful horse Fancy. Courtney Halfrey and Color Me Whimpy brought home the 3D buckle. Bailey Rooney won her first buckle for 4- D on new mount T.K. 

The senior class was dominated by Jerry Marone and Billy the Kid, with Del Santandrea and Lisa Houle winning the buckles in 2D and 3D respectively. 

The Lil Wrangler class was such a treat to watch as these young riders enjoyed the attention and excitement when it was their time to run that pattern. Samantha Tavares took home the Grand Champion but to the rest of us they are all champions.  
To all of those who helped in one way or other Thanks for all your help and participation in making the State Championships a fun and exciting weekend. I hope to see you all next year!
